
I US Pres~dent D,o , aid Trum1p has o,nce aga·,n turned 'i,o tariffs ,a1s a 

tool tu reshape glI1obal trade. Th11e latest n,u · d28 oi' • 1ev1e.s introduces 

a 10 p,er ,cent baseline tariff on aU imports, whUe imIpos1ng higher 
duties. on select c,ountries,. China40 fac1e.s a 54, per cent _Ja,riff~ 

v·etnam 46 peir cJent, and the Euro,pe.a1n Uni1on 20 per cent. India,. 

w,it h its60 g r,ow'·rn g US trade ti,es.,. faces a 216 per oe nt tar ~ft p ote nti a 11','i 

disrupting a re lationship, that has fllo,urished in recent years,' • ', Are 

the·se· t~nffs a neti!ssary correction to, tu1fak trad1e practices,. o,r do 

the,'y risk trigg:eringi ecoinomiic turmoil? IPro,ponents .aIrg:u1e these100 

revisions are 1overdue, The US has l~ong faced barrie,rs in oreignt 

ma rk,ets., w h e·re Ame, . "can goods 1e n c,o nte-r h jigh tariffs ,and 

1regulatory120 hu1rdles. T .. ·,e new measuIres could level • he pla·yin,g· 

fielld, f10,rcing tr,ading partners to reconsider rotection is Ipo1~1t1c·~1es. 

The EU, fror exa1mpl 1e141, impose~ slgni' cant duties o : American 

a.gricuii urai a1nd i:ndus irial goods,. Rather tha,n re·taliate,~ . 

It 

~ 

~lower its ow·n taIr ffs to, foste 1&1 fair,er trade,,, SiimU!ar argum1ents - -J~ !.!t-- -\.r.::::::21:==:_ ___ _ 

app:lly to India and China wh ch have protect,edl do1mestic indust • ie,s 

throu,gh high i•mport duti~s, ,and subsidlies,180. A.nether bene,flt: could 

be a boost to, Ame, -i1can manufacturing By making fore·gn goods 

Im,or,e exp,ensive, co,1mpan·ies. may invest in dome,stic2001 p,roduc.tion, 

crea,ting jobs . nd reducing re~ ·a nee on im1po~ • s. • he 25 per cen 

tariff on fore111g,n-,made cars ·1s meant to1 revive 01 an h1dustr; 

struggling with overseas competfrijo·i ., However,, the rislks arie 

sub tantiaL 

Ta1riffs rarely _go unanswered., Ch~na,, the, 1EU, and other240 affected 

nati1on s may i m ,pose counter-ta nffs Ima king Am-er'" can exports l1ess 

c·ompetitive· arnd harmu1g industries. reliant on ,global sal,es. US 

farm.er. ·,. tech260 ·fir1ms, and 1m,a1:nufacturers ,could s,uffer, leading to 

jr0b losses and econom[Jc uncertainty. H~:g,her ta1nffs alllso, risk dr,11ving 

up consumer priilces280 ., w ·h i I e • m porters bear • he d 111 r,e ct ,coslt, m u,c h 
of Jit w1~II be passed to consumers, reducing purchasing po·wer and 

sl,o·wh:1g· growth300. f-o:r so1mIe nartiains, 1-hiese tar'!ff's present an 

opportun~ty .. !India, ·for ·nst.aince·, could neg,onate better tr,a:de terms 

w:it h the US, in crIe as i ng320 exports wh i I e att ra cti ng ·, nv1e,stmerri' in 

Ikey sectors. Coun r·e,s like Vie n,am and ThaUand, facing s ',eep 

tariff's, 1m'"ght reorient supply cha ~ns away34° firom China and 

develop :stronge US p,artnerships If they respond with reform . 

irathe r than 1reta Ii ati on, 'they' co u I di Ie merge stronger. 

Trad1e360 disputes. are as 1much ,about neg:otia . ··on as econom,i1cs,. The 

lll1onga,term effects o· , hes,e ,· ariffs w· I depend on how businesses 
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and380 governments adapt. Some industries may find ways to 

absoro costs or shift supply chains, while others could face 

prolonged uncertaintv4°°. The response from ultinational 

cori:1orations, many of which operate across ~ tiP.le affected 

markets, will be crucia in etermining whether these420 tariffs 

succeed in reshaping trade or merely cause disruption. If US trading 

partners focus on de-escalation rather than retaliation, this440 

could ;catalyze meaningfu trade reform. 

Lowering tariff barriers would ease tensions while enhancing 

competitiveness in a changing global economy. The460 stakes are 

high. If these tariffs lead to trade wars, the global economy could 

suffer. But if they result in480 fairer trade agreements, they could 

mark the beginning of a new era In international commerce. 
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